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of infection. It is therefore claimed that in 80.85 per cent, of the 
cases the element of infection was definitely proved. Frolich spec¬ 
ially refers to an interesting case in which the patient was first at¬ 
tacked with gonorrheal vulvo-vaginitis, then with chorea, with endo¬ 
carditis, and finally with monoarticular gonorrheal rheumatism. 

Jelliffe. 

Coffee and the Nervous System. W. M. Leszynslcy. (Medical 

Record, 1900, Dec.). 

Maintains that ill-effects following the use of coffee are by no 
means uncommon. Much of the present-day nervousness, he attri¬ 
butes to its immoderate use. The symptoms complained of are: Gen¬ 
eral headache'and nervousness; apprehension regardinc the future; 
mental depression and irritability; insomnia or restless sleep; bad 
dreams; sudden awakenings; vertigo; general tremulousness; dimin¬ 
ished muscular power; precordial oppression; cardiac palpitation; 
loss of appetite; frequent eructaction and constipation. Objective 
symptoms in addition are; Coated and tremulous tongue; tremor in 
eyelids, when standing with closed eyes; in some dilated pupils; 
tremor in outstretched hands; rapid pulse of low tension and fre¬ 
quently irregular, ranging from 90 to 130; exaggerated reflexes and 
a varying amount of reflex irritability. For the treatment of the 
condition it is wise to limit the patient to one cup of coffee in the 
morning and the substitution of one of the newer cereal coffees. A 
useful mixture, to be used as a sedative is the following: Sodium 
bromide, gr. xv.; liq. potassi arsenitis m. ii.; tinct. gentianal comp., 
dr. ss.; ext. kolae fl. m. xv. At the end of five or six weeks the bro¬ 
mide should be discontinued, and tonic pills, containing arsenic, qui¬ 
nine and strychnine taken. Recovery should follow in from three to 
six months. Jelliffe. 

Vie sexuelle, mariage et descendance d’un epileptic (Sexual 

Life, Marriage, and Posterity of an Epileptic). Bourneville 

and Poulard. (Le progress medical, Sept. 29, 1900). 

These authors conclude an extensive record in the following 
summary: 1. The epileptic did not have a highly neuropathic ances¬ 
try. His paternal grandfather drank to excess as also did a cousin 
who became insane in consequence. His mother was nervous and 
had sick headaches. One brother is backward. 2. At the age of 13 
years, without apparent cause, he had his first attack of epilepsy. The 
interval was about a week after the disease became confirmed, and 
the patient’s character became irritable. Gradually the character be¬ 
came profoundly changed, the attacks were followed by transient 
aphasia, and periods of maniacal excitement supervened. 3. The at¬ 
tacks caused various traumatisms and hemorrhages, such as con¬ 
tusions of the ear and malar prominence; open wounds of the outer 
orbit and ear; contusions of the eye and forehead; open wounds of 
the lip and chin; bitten tongue; temporary deafness and neuralgia; 
many others of trauma accompanied by hemorrhage may be men¬ 
tioned, such as ecchymosis of the conjunctiva; hemorrhages from the 
ear and mouth, etc., etc. 4. Everything pointed to the fact that the 
case was one of typical epilepsy. The character of the patient 
underwent progressive alteration for the worse. The general health 
likewise failed, and the patient gradually assumed the look and bear¬ 
ing of an epileptic. He had eight children and wife was then preg¬ 
nant with the ninth. Two children died of marasmus and one of 
cholera infantum. None of these then had spasms. One of the sur- 
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viving children is very nervous and choloric, and has had mild at¬ 
tacks of convulsions confined to the eyes. Another child who had 
three attacks of convulsions, hallucinations and vertigo, died of 
diphtheria. Still another had night terrors, but otherwise was well. 
There was one miscarriage, due probably to a fall. The authors 
think the preceding record of progeny should be a sufficient deter¬ 
rent from marriage of an epileptic. Clark. 

New Craniectomy Instruments. L. Gigli. (Centralbl. f. Chir., 

Dec. i, 1900). 

The author claims the following advantages for his new craniec¬ 
tomy set: Simplicity, asepsis, rapidity, certainty and universal ap¬ 
plication. It comprises a special boring mill, curved hollow sound 
with traveling hook on a wire running in its center, and a thread 
carrier. The borer consists of a large, deeply-corrugated, horizon¬ 
tally-placed handle for the left hand to grasp. Through the body of 
this handle passes a short shaft horizontally' and at right angles to 
the same. On this shaft plays a cogged pinion with the usual handle 
for turning it. The shaft which carries the drill is vertical to the 
foregoing, and at its top has a small wheel meshing with the drive 
wheel. The depth of the hole is fixed by an adjustable guard whose 
face is across the axis of the drill. The cleanest and most rapidly- 
drilled holes are given by the ordinary carpenters’ auger-bit with a 
central screw center, and two lateral cutters. The diameter of the 
holes is best four to six millimeters. The curve of the sound is such 
that it can be passed through such a hole, between the dura and 
the bone and the position of its point is estimated from the direction 
and place of its handle. A little beyond (this point the next hole is 
to be drilled. The thread-carrier is made of two small curved, hol¬ 
low staffs opposed to each other along their long axis, and hinged at 
two places. At their center is a device by which the points may be 
separated or approximated, and at the end of the shank is the han¬ 
dle which fastens off the thread. This starts down one staff out of 
its point, across to and into the point of the other, and so back to 
the handle. With the thread in position when the points are senarat- 
ed, it passes straight across the interval and where it is easy of 
access by the traveling hook of the hollow sound. Through the sec¬ 
ond hole the thread-carrier is therefore passed and opened. The 
hook soon finds the thread and pulls it through the first hole with 
the wire saw following. Then the cut through the bone is made. 
The rapidity and very slight loss of substance of the bone commend 
it greatly. Jelliffe. 

Heilung eines Falles von Epileptisci-ien Irrsinn (Recovery in 

a Case of Epileptic Insanity). Edmond Rose. (Deutsch. Med. 

Wochensch., Oct. 18, 1900). 

The patient was a strong boy; parents, brothers and sisters all 
healthy with the exception that the mother had epileptic attacks from 
childhood. Her own ancestry however, was not neuropathic. A 
year or two before the date of narration, the patient received a blow 
on the forehead. The boy who had always been*perfectly well, had 
a convulsion a few days after this accident. The attacks were re¬ 
peated with great frequency, and in six months the patient who was 
but six years old at the time, appeared to have lost his intellect. He 
became violent and destructive and had as many as eight daily at¬ 
tacks. On admittance to the Bethany Hospital, lie showed his com- 



